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VA COURT TELLS BREAKAWAY CONGREGATIONS TO RETURN 

PROPERTY 

Judge Randy I. Bellows said in a letter opinion issued late on January 10th that the Diocese and the 

Episcopal Church has a contractual and proprietary interest in the property of these Episcopal 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ άƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ 

Church, they had no right to take thesŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

.Ŝƭƭƻǿǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ άŎŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦέ !ƴŘ ώƘŜϐ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ нл ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

parishes throughout their history, until the time many of their congregants broke away, 

acknowledged the authority of the diocese and the larger church. He also cited numerous ways 

specific to each of the parishes in which their so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎǎέ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 

subordinate parts of the Episcopal Church. 

He gave the diocese and the Episcopal Church 45 days to submit a proposed order to enforce his 

ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ /!b! /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ άŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

to note their exceǇǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ол Řŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мл ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ 

hearing on the terms of the proposed order. 

ΧΧΦ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ bŜǿǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
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Dear St. Stephen's family, 

We are deeply grateful that the recent court 

decision takes us much closer to our congregation 

of faithful Episcopalians being able to worship 

God in our own sanctuary once more! We are 

particularly thankful that Meade Kilduff, who was 

baptized in St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in 

1918 and prayed in those pews for decades, lives 

to see this day.  The ability for her to attend an 

Episcopal worship service in her own church 

sanctuary again will be a blessing that is deeply 

meaningful to all of us.  We also thank God for 

Heathsville United Methodist Church, 

who welcomed us into their sanctuary when we 

couldn't have services in our own.  

We had a really meaningful Morning Prayer 

service the morning after the court's ruling was 

released.  Each person who came, parishioners and 

supporters, old and new, shared their prayers of 

thanksgiving.  Many of these prayers of 

thanksgiving were for the blessings we have 

received from God all along this journey, and the 

people God has blessed us with.   

This congregation has already moved from the 

original church to the Methodist Church, from the 

Methodist Church to outdoor services in the 

backyard, from outdoor services in the backyard to 

the renovated parish house, and so our move from 

the parish house to the original church will be our 

fourth move in six years.   

You all have done beautifully throughout these 

moves, adapting to various circumstances, 

working around various problems, tolerating 

inconveniences with good cheer.  In all of them 

you practiced creativity, strength, love for each 

other and trust in God, hope and resourcefulness 

and patience, gratitude and joy.  So as we prepare 

to make our next move, I have faith in God and 

faith in you, that our loving and welcoming faith 

family will take all those blessings with us.  And I 

have faith that 

God has new 

blessings for 

us in the 

future. 

The Episcopal 

Church 

welcomes 

everyone.  We 

will warmly 

welcome 

anyone who 

stays when we 

return, and our 

prayers and good wishes go with those who will 

go elsewhere.  They are all our brothers and sisters 

in Christ.  We know from experience that it is not 

an easy thing to leave a sacred space, and we 

know the importance of being sensitive and 

gracious to those who will be leaving it.  It has 

been a difficult time for everyone involved.  We 

hope that soon we will put these difficult times 

behind us and all live in peace. 

G

r

a

c

e

 

a

n

d

 

p

e

a

c

e

, 

 

 

άWhile we are grateful for the decision in our favor, 

we remain mindful of the toll this litigation has 

taken on all parties involved, and we continue to 

ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  

      

                

Bishop Shannon Johnston 



 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

November 2011 Vestry Meeting 

The treasurer reported that income continues to 

outstrip budgeted expenses.  The United Thank 

Offering (UTO) ingathering netted over 

$350.00.The annual church audit has been 

completed and forwarded to the diocese. The 

vestry voted in favor of the proposed 2012 budget 

to be presented at the annual meeting. Fifty-five 

pledge packets were distributed or mailed. Ellen 

was thanked for stewardship presentation during 

the service on November 6. 

Rectorôs items: During the upcoming holidays a 

Thanksgiving service will be held at Heathsville 

United Methodist Church. The 5:00 Christmas 

Eve service at Chilton House will feature 

candlelight, traditional carols, and the childrenôs 

Christmas pageant. The first Sunday in January 

will celebrate the new year and the ongoing life of 

this congregation. 

A lectorôs guide to assist readers will be kept on 

top of the bookshelf where the hymnals are stored. 

It is not to be removed from Chilton House. 

Wardenôs items: The nominating committee has 

proposed Leslie Hatch and Betty Whiteside to 

comprise the Class of 2014 and Sandra 

Kirkpatrick to complete Anne Freemanôs term.  

The Annual Meeting will take place following the 

service on December 11
th  

and be followed by a 

festive coffee hour featuring the ñHorsmon hamò 

and potluck dishes. 

Problems with the sound system have been traced 

to a faulty amplifier. Interim repairs have been 

made, but a replacement amplifier will be bought. 

Junior Wardenôs items:  Non-slip strips will be 

affixed to the ramp to forestall falls due to ice. The 

service that mows our grass will be asked to 

remove the leaves this fall. 

Parish life: Gayl Fowler will continue to 

recommend water recipients. 

An important member of the community, the 

Reverend T. W. Morris, pastor of Shiloh Baptist 

Church, has died. His service to the poor, to 

children, to racial equality, and to education was 

noted. 

December 2011 Vestry Meeting 

Lucia welcomed the new members of the vestryð

Leslie Hatch, Betty Whiteside, and Sandra 

Kirkpatrick. Ellen Kirby was elected Senior 

Warden; Phil Moore, Junior Warden; Sandra 

Kirkpatrick , Register. Bill Kirby was elected to 

serve as Treasurer. Phil Johnson will serve as 

assistant register; an assistant treasurer will be 

chosen in January. 

The treasurer reported that once again our income 

has exceeded our budgeted expenses. The funds 

frozen early in the property dispute are currently 

worth about  $285,000. Ellen reported that the 

Oysters and Oldies fundraiser cleared $7,000. Bill 

Kirby is looking into ways to improve our 

marketing strategies; selling containers of the chili 

is one possibility. We owe Mason Brent thanks for 

hosting the event at Roanoke Farm. 

Rectorôs items: The vestry will continue to meet 

on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

The annual vestry retreat on Tuesday, January 10
th
 

will set goals for the coming year. 

Bishop Gulick will visit on February 26
th
 in the 

afternoon. Ellen Kirby will coordinate the 

reception following the afternoon service. All 

three of our bishops will then have visited this 

continuing congregation in its quarters in exile. 

Wardenôs items: The outreach recommendations 

for 2011 were approved. Twenty percent of our 

total church budget goes to outreach. Half of that 

goes to the diocese, which funds its own outreach 

programs. Sixty-six percent of the remaining half 

is spent locally, primarily to fund our water 

ministry. 

Junior Wardenôs items:  A second house key 

will be hung near the front steps to facilitate entry 

in ice or snow. Tubs of ice melt will be placed by 

the front steps and at the foot of the ramp. Non-

slip strips will not be installed. 

Parish life: The grey tabby kitten, christened 

Stephen, who has chosen to make the parish house 

his home has been vaccinated and neutered. He 

will make a plea for a permanent home on Sunday. 

Ruth Lee Chilton, the mother of David Chilton 

who owns Chilton House, died suddenly at her 

home in Texas.  

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SENIOR  

WARDENôS  

REPORT 
 

I am thankful to be 

part of this wonderful 

congregation and 

honored to serve as senior warden this year! It will 

be one of challenges and hard work, fellowship 

and faith. I am looking forward to a successful 

year at St. Stephenôs! 

The vestry got off to a good beginning with a goal 

setting retreat in early January. We tackled seven 

major goal areas: Worship; Outreach; Inreach; 

Communications; Special Programs and Spiritual 

Growth; Growth; and Facilities. Major focuses 

will be on: 

¶ our music ministry and enhancing the 

choir  

¶ continuing to advance the water 

ministry, with emphasis on installation 

of permanent potable water solutions 

¶ regularizing the menôs group events 
and breakfast meetings  

¶ enhancing communications 

¶ revamping our Thursday evening 

programs 

¶ continuing to increase attendance 

¶ formalizing our building and grounds 

work team  

There will be a role for everyone! We are a vibrant 

faith family and have accomplished much in the 

past five years. I am confident our successes will 

continue!  

 I invite you to share your comments and 

suggestions with me and/or the other vestry 

members. I am energized by our commitment and 

enthusiasm and know that together we will be able 

to attain our goals. Thank you all!    

Ellen Kirby 

(Our new senior warden wears many hats. Hereôs 

her ñmeet the health inspectorò chapeau, donned 

for the oyster roast.)  

 

  

 

AUTHOR IN THE CONGREGATION 

Elspeth Scott, remembered by many of us as a 

youngster called Elpie, has just published her 

first book: 

 The Overlord Risings: Dragon Touched 

The novel, one of a series set in the Eight 

.ƻǳƭŘŜǊΩǎ wŜŀƭƳ (a fantasy world) has a large 

cast of very human characters. It is available 

from online book sellers, and from the Ingram 

Book Catalogue, Books in Print, Baker and Taylor, 

ISBN#978-1-61296-0971 

The Overlord Risings: Dragon Touched 

This new novel, set in a fantasy world, was 
written by a member of our congregation, 
Elspeth Scott (remembered by many as 
Elpie). It is now available from online book 
sellers, ISBN # 978-1-61296-0971. 



 

BIRTHDAYS AND 

             ANNIVERSARIES 
Jan 22  Herb Cox, Barbara Day 

Jan 25 Moogie Scott 

Jan 26  Bill Kirby  

Feb 3  Bob Reamy, Les Kilduff Jr. 

Feb 3   Merle & Margaret Horsmon 

   Dave & Pauline Brashears 

Feb 8 Ellen Kirby 

Feb 12 Lynn Hower 

Feb 21 Dawn Mahaffey 

Feb 24    Tal & Barbara Day 

Feb 27 Fenton Crowther 

Mar 7 Tony Rabelais, Angela Travis 

Mar 9 Marshall Lloyd, Caroline Brandt 

Mar 12  Hal White 

Mar 19 Anne Freeman 

Mar 22 Suzanne Johnson 

Mar 24 Lynne Campbell 

Mar 27  Sandra Kirkpatrick 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Annual Council:  January 26-28 at The 

Marriot in Reston, VA. Lucia Lloyd, Sandra 

Kirkpatrick and Lea Tilbury will be attending as 

out official clergy and lay delegates. 

Spring Spruce-up: In preparation for Bishop 

Gulickôs visit on February 26
th
, a general house 

and yard cleanup will be scheduled for one of the 

two preceding Saturdays, depending on weather. 

Bishopôs Visit: Bishop Gulick will be with us 

at 2:00 on Sunday, February 26
th
.  A reception will 

follow the service at Chilton House. 9:00 a.m. 

morning prayer will also be held. 

Lenten Series: TBA 

Holy Week Services: TBA, due to the 

exciting possibilities following the court decision! 

Bishop Suffragan Search Walkabout:  
We will have a chance to meet the candidates at 

Grace Church, Kilmarnock on March 20
th
 from 

1:00 to 3:30. 

 

IN THE LORDôS SERVICE 

Ushers  

Jan 29  David Kirkpatrick   

Feb 5 Phil Moore 

Feb 12 David Kirkpatrick 

Feb 19 Bill Kirby  

Feb 26 David Kirkpatrick 

Mar 4 Phil Johnson 

Mar 11 Phil Moore 

Mar18 Joel Stubbs 

Altar Guild  

Jan 29 Suzanne Johnson    

Feb 5 Betty Whiteside 

Feb 12 Dee Martin 

Feb 19 Leslie Hatch 

Feb 26 Juan Crespo 

Mar 4 Sunday School Class 

Mar 11 Loretta Blakely 

Mar18 Suzanne Johnson 

Lesson Readers 

Jan 29 Kendall Lloyd (L),  Amy Jones (P)  

  

Feb 5 Amy Jones(L), Bill Kirby (P) 

Feb 12 Nancy Gates (L), Ellen Kirby (P) 

Feb 19 Dick Eager(L), Sandra Kirkpatrick (P) 

Feb 26 Lea Tilbury(L)& (P) 

Mar 4 Tal Day(L), Dawn Mahaffey (P) 

Mar 11 Ellen Kirby(L), Don Shearouse (P) 

Mar18 Bill Kirby(L), Betty Whiteside (P) 

Eucharistic Ministers  
Jan 29  David Kirkpatrick   

Feb 5 Lea Tilbury 

Feb 12 Dawn Mahaffey 

Feb 19 Marshall Lloyd 

Feb 26 Lucia Lloyd (Bishopôs visit!) 

Mar 4 Betty Whiteside 

Mar 11 Rocco Tricarico 

Mar18 Nancy Gates 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Jan 29 Pat Dean & Lynn Issac    

Feb 5 Amy Jones, India & Rain Eguiguren 

Feb 12 Sunday School Class 

Feb 19 Phil & Suzanne Johnson 

Feb 26 Bill & Ellen Kirby  

Mar 4 Barbara & Rocco Tricarico 

Mar 11 Meade Kilduff & Mary Fleming 

Mar18  Barbara & Tal Day 

 



 

WHOôS WHO AT 

SAINT STEPHENôS EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA   22473 

Clergy 

The Reverend Llucia Lloyd, Rector 

Staff 

Terry Bain, Parish Administrator 

Stacy Vogel, Mucician 

Vestry 

Ellen Kirby, Senior Warden 

Phil Moore, Junior Warden 

Sandra Kirkpatrick, Register 

Phil Johnson, Assistant Register 

Leslie Hatch 

Betty Whiteside 

Committee  Chairmen 

Bill Kirby, Treasurer 

Betty Whiteside, Assistant Treasurer 

Leslie Hatch, Altar Guild 

Phil Moore, Usher Chairman 

Betty Whiteside, Choir Liason 

Sandra Kirkpatrick, Newsletter Editor 

Bill Kirby,Webmaster 

Ellen Kirby, Outreach 

Pat Dean, Water Delivery Coordinator 

David Kirkpatrick, Water Orderer 

Sandra Kirkpatrick, Council Delegate 

Lea Tilbury, Alternate Council Delegate 

Mail address: P.O. Box 40, Heathsville, VA 

22473 

Phone number: 724-4238 

 Web site address: ststephensheathsville.org 

RADIO SERMON SPONSORS 

28 Aug 2011  Well-Behaved Women Seldom 

Make Scripture  Sponsored by a supporter of St. 

Stephen's.   

04 Sep 2011  Get A Life   Sponsored by Steven 

Hennessey in honor of Bob Wheatley.   

11 Sep 2011 I`m Better Than You  Sponsored by 

Dick and Mary Eager in memory of Mary, Jessie, 

Art, John, and Todd.   

18 Sep 2011 There`s Your Trouble   In honor of 

our newest members Jan Crepo and Dail Moore in 

a hearty welcome to our parish family.   

 25 Sep 2011 Compete, or Smell the Flowers  

Sponsored in honor of our pets and the joy and 

comfort they provide in our lives.  

02 Oct 2011 Rejoice, Rejoice, and Again I Say 

Rejoice   Sponsored by Herb Cox in honor of his 

mother Margaret Cox and in memory of his father 

the Rev. A. Hume Cox.   

09 Oct 2011 The Pharisee and the Lover   

Sponsored by listener Susan Foulk of 

Tappahannock in thanksgiving for the Ann Riggs 

Chapter of Daughters of the King at St. John's 

Episcopal Church in Tappahannock.   

 

Please consider becoming a sermon sponsor! A 

check for $75 will give you the opportunity to 

honor someone in our church family or in the 

community, and make you a supporter of our 

outreach and evangelism efforts on the Northern 

Neck. 

Donôt forget that we have many, many people to 

thank for their efforts on our behalf during the past 

five years. 

  

 



 

WELCOME, STACY VOGEL 

We are proud to announce that Stacy Vogel has 

joined us as our new musician. She began her 

service at St. Stephenôs early in January, and we 

have already had a chance to appreciate her lovely 

preludes and service music. 

 

Stacy presently shares her time between St. 

Stephenôs and Beulah Baptist in Warsaw.  

Because she has to leave right after our service to 

get to Warsaw in time for Beulah Baptistôs 

service, we have not yet had much time to get to 

know her. Stacy graduated from Edinboro 

University of Pennsylvania with a B.S. in 

elementary education and a minor in music.  She 

plays a number of instruments. In the past she has 

played in and directed Bethel United Methodist 

Churchôs Hand Bell Choir.  She has also enjoyed  

teaching at Woodland Academy and Bethel 

Preschool. She continues to be a fill -in organist at 

St. Timothyôs Catholic Church in Tappahannock. 

Most of her time is spent with her family.  This 

includes her husband, and two girls (13, 6).  She 

has just  enough time left to enjoy two dogs, a cat, 

and a goldfish. 

Stacyôs arrival coincides with our decision to 

revitalize the choir.  Choir practice is being moved 

back to Thursday evenings and new members are 

actively being recruited. Betty Whiteside, our new 

choir coordinator, plans to lead us back into the 

church building as a full throated chorus. 

FAREWELL, BEVERLY 

ERICKSON 

After serving as our church musician for almost 

two and a half years, Beverly Erickson is looking 

forward to being a member of the congregation 

(and the choir) with no additional duties.  

We thank her for her faithful service. When we 

needed a musician at short notice,  she stepped 

into the breach. We have enjoyed having visits 

from her vocal music students at St. Margaretôs 

School, and appreciate her efforts in getting our 

Sunday School class started playing hand bells.  

She has been patient with our somewhat cranky 

keyboards and cramped space.  She took moving 

the entire music apparatus outside in her stride and 

has been a model of cheerfulness and can-do 

spirit. 

When we said our formal farewell to Beverly as 

our musician on the Sunday before Christmas, she 

was thanked and applauded and gifted (somehow 

Lucia managed to find a chocolate piano!) and a 

little Christmas miracle took place. A tabby kitten 

adopted us a couple of weeks prior.  Because he 

was so desperate for a home, he was dangerously 

underfoot. So 

Stephen (what else 

could we call 

him?) was 

neutered and given 

his shots, and 

came to church 

that Sunday 

looking for a 

home.  

He found one with 

Beverly. 

He has gone to 

take the place of her daughterôs cat that died 

recently. He is a complete look alike, and is fitting 

into his new family with children and another cat 

very happily.  

Donôt you love happy endings? 



 

2011 OYSTERS & OLDIES 

Over 300 folks turned out in perfect early winter 

weather for St. Stephenôs 5
th
 Annual Oysters & 

Oldies event at Mason Brentôs Roanoke Farm on 

December third.  

 

The crowd enjoyed numerous bushels of roasted 

local oysters, over 25 gallons of homemade chili, 

and hundreds of hot dogs to go along with great 

oldies music from the 40ôs to the 80ôs. 

The Oyster Roast was a also the most financially 

successful to date.  St. Stephen's Outreach budget 

is about 20% of our entire operating budget, and 

considerably higher (percentage-wise) than many 

churches. The profits from St. Stephenôs 

community events (Oyster Roast, BBQ & 

Bluegrass, Plant Sales, and Historical Society 

Luncheon) finance almost all of those outreach 

expenses including the churchôs Water Ministry 

and other Outreach activities and donations.   

So while our events demand a lot of work from a 

lot of people (and hopefully provide a lot of 

enjoyment), the results directly benefit a lot of 

people as well. 

 

Thank you, Mason Brent, for your hospitality and 

for cooking up all those wonderful oysters! 

Bill Kirby  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS  

The Book Group met on January 17 to review The 

Matchmaker of Kenmare, by Frank Delaney. It is 

an exciting yarn of romance and intrigue set in 

 

 

 

 



 

war-neutral Ireland and France, during World War 

II.  

Here are the selections for February and March. 

Note a temporary change to the regular schedule: 

we will meet on the second Wednesday of each 

month at 5:30. 

February 8: The Warden, by Anthony Trollope 

In the 15th century, Hiram's Hospital was 

established as a perpetual charitable home for 12 

poor old men. Over the years the income of the 

estate has increased to the point where the warden 

of the hospital enjoys a substantial salary. The 

Rev. Septimus Harding (the Warden), kind, gentle, 

and conscientious, loves his comfortable position 

and is loved by the old men under his care. His life 

is disrupted by a REFORMER, in the person of 

John Bold, who questions the ample income of the 

warden, while the old men receive only pennies a 

day. Bold interests a newspaper The Jupiter 

(obviously the London Times), making the issue a 

national debate. Although the church stands 

behind the warden, Mr. Harding himself begins to 

doubt the propriety of his position. The matter 

becomes further complicated when Bold and 

Harding's daughter Eleanor fall in love...and that's 

just the beginning. This one is a free Amazon 

Kindle book. Sandra Kirkpatrick hosts the 

February gathering. 

Byzantium by Stephen Lawhead 

St. Aiden (before he made sainthood, of course) is 

one of a small band of Irish monks chosen to 

accompany a magnificent hand-painted 

manuscriptðwhat we now know as the Book of 

Kellsðacross the sea to Byzantium. There the gift 

will be presented to the emperor, predisposeing 

him to hear the difficulties facing the Irish church. 

But the monks' coracle is set upon by Viking 

raiders who capture Aidan and take him into 

slavery in their northern homeland. And the Book? 

It survives, of course, and Aidan is finally able to 

fulfill his quest. But a Viking raid on Byzantium, 

an expedition to the Holy Land, imprisonment in a 

desert prison-mine, wars at sea, and yet more 

adventures come before the monk's commission is 

discharged. Not merely a gripping yarn--and it 

certainly is that--this is also a novel about faith 

and the tests life plants in its way. Greg Balchin 

hosts the March gathering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


