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        THE RECTOR’S COLUMN 

  

ñI got to play with power tools at church today!ò I told my 

husband when I got home.  The spring clean-up day had a lot of fun 

surprises like that, and maybe I should have expected those from the 

quadruple exclamation points in the e-mail inviting us to participate.  We 

found an umbrella stand in the garage, and tried putting our Episcopal 

Church flag in it.  After the wind knocked it over, Sandy remembered 

that we had a flag holder somewhere in the parish house, and I came 

across it while looking for something completely different.  We figured 

that it would be very fitting to have our Episcopal flag flying from the 

restored sign, so Betsy Sue, Sandy and I figured out how to use Sandyôs 

power drill to install the holder. 

It was so like this parish: discovering things we didnôt know we had, trying them out, thinking of 

alternatives, finding other things we didnôt know we had, figuring out together how to use our tools, and 

putting the old and new together in beautiful ways. 

  It was a delight to see so many people pitching in and enjoying the clean-up day.  It was one of the 

events that reminded me once again that in this church without walls there are no walls separating what we do 

on Sunday from what we do during the rest of the week.  Seeing the beauty of creation evokes a sense of 

wonder and gratitude for the gifts God has given us everywhere we look.  Pruning back the good plants that 

have grown out of control, or digging up weeds which we want to get rid of completely, are the physical form 

of what we do spiritually in our prayers of confession and amendment of life.   The Eucharist grows out of the 

fellowship of a shared meal like the lunch for all the volunteers.  The work itself is like our mission and 

ministry in the world.  Everyone adds their particular gifts in carpentry, gardening, strength, skill, and 

encouragement.  We take what we have been given and make it even more beautiful. 

We talked some about upcoming events, including the hearing for the property case and the bishopôs 

visit.  Toward the end of the morning a parishioner called me over and pointed out a lovely violet blooming 

from the space in the middle of a concrete brick.  I remarked that it reminded me of St. Stephenôs: thriving and 

blossoming even in adversity.  She said, ñI donôt think of us as being in adversity anymore.  This is a 

wonderful faith family and I just love it.ò  And she was right.  Whether we are playing with power tools on a 

Saturday morning or worshipping God on a Sunday morning, it is a wonderful faith family and I love it!!!! 

Lucia
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VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

January: 

Income for 2009 exceeded budget due to generous 

gifts received. Expenses slightly exceeded 

budgeted amounts. 

February:  

$1950 of Haiti relief funds sent to Episcopal 

Relief and Development (ERD). 

Parish Retreat at Shrinemont will be held the 

weekend of October 15-17. 

St. Stephenôs currently exceeds the Dioceseôs 

average weekly attendance goal of 50% of 

communicants in good standing: our current 

average is 68%. 

March: 

The Northumberland Ministerial Association 

Breakfast will meet at St. Stephenôs on May 7
th

. 

We will provide the breakfast. 

The new parish administratorôs hours will 

generally be 2-5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Our Mutual Ministry Review will be conducted 

after Easter by a group consisting of the priest, the 

vestry, former wardens, and two additional 

laymen, and facilitated by an outside mediator. 

MS Office has been installed in the office. 

72 people attended the memorial service for Lea 

Tilburyôs granddaughter; 50 stayed for the 

reception that followed. 

Pat Dean has assumed her duties as head of the 

water ministry. 

Rocco Tricarico, Register

PARISH LIFE 

It has been another busy couple of months at St. 

Stephenôs culminating in Bishop Jonesô visit on 

April 15. In preparation, almost two dozen 

parishioners and friends spruced up the Chilton 

Church grounds---pruning, weeding, mulching, 

digging, cleaning out the garage, ñrevampingò the 

handicapped ramp, and capping it off with lunch 

al fresco in the garden. Good work, good 

camaraderie, good food ----all in fine St. 

Stephenôs tradition!   

The Bishopôs was visit wonderful. Bishop Jones 

gave an inspiring sermon, received Betty 

Whiteside into our community, and dedicated the 

beautiful altar. A resplendent reception followed, 

thanks to many good cooks, helpful hands, and 

happy hearts. Bishop Jones commented that it is 

the sign of a healthy church when the parishioners 

gather as often as we do to celebrate, work, learn, 

and enjoy one 

another.    

Easter was joyously 

celebrated by 56 of 

our family and 

extended family on 

Sunday morning, 

followed by a 

festive brunch and 

Easter baskets to 

take home. Our 

friends at the 

Methodist Church 

received a basketful of jelly bean bags, each 

attached to a bookmark of the Jelly Bean Prayer. It 

was good to worship with them on Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday.   

Our hospitality events are frequent enough to 

suggest that we form hospitality teams that would 

take turns organizing the events. These events 

would include receptions for funeral and memorial 

services, weddings and Bishopôs visits, and 

appreciation gatherings. Each of four teams would 

have two ñco-chairsò and 6-8 others who would do 

the planning, set up, and clean-up. Others would 

be asked to help with food and other tasks, as 

appropriate.  Please contact me with ideas for our 

hospitality teams.   

Ellen Kirby     

Lucia Lloyd, Sandy Kirkpatrick and George Freeman 

attended Virginia Supreme Court hearing on the 

ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŎŀǎŜΦ ά/ŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳέ 

was the message we brought home.  A decision will 

be handed down June 10 or 11.  

Bishop Shannon will host a gathering for the 

continuing congregations ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎΣ 

Fredericksburg, on Saturday, June 12, to discuss the 

implications of the decision.  
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SENIOR 

WARDEN 

 
 Dear Parishioners, 

The joy of spring is in the air!  As we all know, 

much is happening.  Our case was heard by the 

Virginia Supreme Court on April 13th, the 

Bishopôs annual visit took place on April 15
th

, 

outside summer services will start in May and the 

Chilton Chapel  was spruced up for the summer.  

Thanks to all participants. 

Your Vestry is hard at work, too.  Current 

members are Dick Eager, Joel Stubbs, Rick 

Skelton, Nancy Gates, Ellen Kirby and Phil 

Moore.  Vestry meetings are regularly scheduled 

for the 2
nd

 Thursday of the month.  Parishioners 

should contact any member with an issue or 

concern.  Here are highlights of the vestryôs 

responsibilities described in full in the parish by-

laws. 

The Vestry, together with the priest-in-charge, is 

the legal representative of the church, responsible 

for all matters concerning its corporate property 

and the relations of the parish to its clergy. 

No person shall serve for more than four 

consecutive years. Anyone who has served on the 

Vestry shall remain off the Vestry for at least one 

year prior to subsequent election.  

The ministry of the Vestry is to: 

¶ Search for and/or elect a priest in accordance 

with Diocesan procedures for clergy 

deployment. 

¶ Cooperate with the priest in promoting the 

spiritual welfare of the parish, assist the priest-

in-charge in the discharge of her duties, and 

continuously encourage members of the 

congregation to support the programs of the 

church. 

¶ Oversee the operation and maintenance of the 

church property and make and execute all 

contracts for erecting, furnishing, preserving, 

and insuring the church edifice and other 

property. 

¶ Transact business of the church at regular 

(monthly) and special meetings, observing 

Diocesan canons concerning business methods 

of the church. 

¶ Make all necessary provisions for public 

worship including accommodations, 

furnishings, Books of Common Prayer, 

hymnals, Bibles, sacramental supplies, and 

church musicians.  

¶ Prepare an annual operating budget. 

¶ See that the priest's salary, allowances, and 

other obligations are paid punctually.  

¶ See that the employees and service contractors 

of the church properly discharge their duties. 

¶ Annually cause to be audited the accounts of 

the treasurer or other custodian of the funds or 

securities of the church. 

¶ Establish a Finance Committee in accordance 

with Diocesan canons.  

¶ Elect from among the churchôs communicants 

in good standing representatives to the 

Regional Council and Diocesan Council the 

number provided by canon.  

¶ Elect from among its members Vestry officers 

consisting of Senior Warden and Junior 

Warden; and elect a Treasurer, Assistant 

Treasurer, Register, Assistant Register and 

appoint Trustees.  

Your ideas and suggestions are always welcome; 

please share them with Lucia or any vestry 

member. 

Faithfully, 

  Dick  

  

 

Outdoor  Worship Schedule: 

9:00 a.m. on May 2, May 16, 

May 30  (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays) 

Additional outdoor dates to be decided. 
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FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

Statements of giving for the first quarter have been 

sent out.  We thank all who help support our 

church mission!   

Thank you to Bishop Jones who designated the 

collection from his visit, which goes to his 

discretionary fund, to St. Stephenôs. In addition, 

he is matching the amount, up to $500. He was 

delighted with our parish church and the Holy 

Spirit he found to be among us.  

Fundraising events are underway.  The Methodists 

invited us to hold a plant sale in conjunction with 

their Memorial Day weekend fish fry. Weôll sell 

herbs and other plants at HUMC that day. The 

full-scale fall plant sale will be at Chilton House 

Labor Day weekend. Bluegrass and BBQ will be 

held June 5.  Read all about these events in articles 

elsewhere in this newsletter.   

Treasurerôs reports are posted on the website 

under the member-only section.  

Ellen Kirby 

AN UNINVITATION 

Oh, dear. A prominent evangelisté has just been 

uninvited from a prayer breakfast at the Pentagon 

after it was discovered that he had made some 

ignorant comments about Islam, calling it "a very 

wicked and evil" religion. This was a problem -- 

there are many Muslims in our military. Some 

work at the Pentagon. He elaboratedðhe thinks 

that observant Muslims have to kill their children 

if they engage in premarital sex. They are slaves to 

their religion, he says. You couldn't practice Islam 

here in America, he says, because killing 

adulterers is illegal here. He seems unaware that 

millions of Americans do practice Islam here and 

don't kill their children or their wayward spouses.  

I know Christians who are slaves to their religion, 

too. Religious fundamentalism of any stripe 

enslaves its adherents to the past, forcing them to 

see all the customs of their ancestral cultures as 

permanent, forbidding them to do what people of 

faith must always do: wrestle with the world as we 

find it in light of what we know it to have been 

when the sacred texts we love were written down.  

All of history is held in God's hands, but 

fundamentalism seeks to imprison God within 

history, powerless to do anything besides what he 

did thousands of years ago. God, the elderly 

curator of Museum Earth. God, who conceived the 

universe but hasn't had a new thought since.  

A Christian or a Jew who followed everything in 

our Holy Scriptures would be a pretty violent 

person, too. Adulterers would be stoned by the 

community. Fortunetellers and people who cursed 

their parents would be executed. Men might have 

multiple wives. Men would have to marry their 

deceased brothers' wives. Slaveholding would be 

acceptable. Life would be absurd.  

And so we don't live that way. Nobody doesð 

fundamentalists may think they do, but they also 

interpret, elevating some scriptural values over 

others, choosing Jesus over Leviticus in some 

cases and not in others.... We acknowledge the 

march of history, and the reality of change. We 

don't assume that everything that happened in 

ancient times was better than what happens now, 

nor do we assume the reverse. We think. And we 

acknowledge the possibility that we may be wrong 

and have to change our minds and our behavioré. 

It is what religious people have always done with 

respect to the conduct of their lives.  

When the Massachusetts Bay Colony came to 

these shores, everyone assumed that the conscious 

experience of being saved would be universal in 

the communityðthat, or you would have to leave. 

But [some] children [born into] that community 

could not produce a moment in their lives when 

they knew for certain that they were savedé.. 

But love won out. The elders createdé"The 

Halfway Covenant:" You could stay, in 

anticipation of a future moment in your life which 

would surely come.éWe wouldn't have to give 

you up. [W]e just couldn't do it, we loved you so.  

We need to let love win out moreé There has got 

to be a better reason to be a Christian than that 

other religions are evil and wicked -- if you can't 

think of one, try reading your Bible less like a 

cookbook and more like a prayer.  
 

Excerpted from The Almost-Daily eMo from the Geranium Farm 
Copyright © 2001-2010 Barbara Crafton - all rights reserved 
  

http://mail.crosslink.net/Redirect/www.geraniumfarm.org/
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BLUEGRASS & BBQ 

St. Stephenôs 3
rd

 Annual BBQ & Bluegrass will be 

held Saturday June 5 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Barbecue and Bluegrass lovers of all ages will 

enjoy a traditional pig roast in the delightful 

setting of Mason Brentôs Roanoke Farm, and live 

bluegrass music performed by Code Blue, one of 

Virginiaôs finest bluegrass bands.   

The all you can eat menu will include pork 

barbecue, hot dogs, beans, slaw, brownies, and 

soft drinks. Beer and wine will also be available. 

In addition to good food and music, there will be a 

ticket drawing for Sandy Kirkpatrickôs plant sale 

quilt (raffle tickets are still available), and be a 

drawing for several door prizes.  

Code Blue is a high 

energy bluegrass band 

playing everything from   

traditional bluegrass 

music and four part 

gospel music to their 

own music and 

arrangements.  Formed 

in 1996, Code Blue, a 

perennial favorite at 

Virginia bluegrass 

festivals, has performed 

with Dr. Ralph Stanley 

and The Clinch Mountain Boys, Earl Scruggs and 

Marty Stewart, Charlie Waller and the Country 

Gentlemen, and other bluegrass bands. 

Tickets are $20.00 and may be purchased online at 

ststephensheathsville.org, at EVB (Heathsville and 

Kilmarnock), Bank of Lancaster (Heathsville), and 

Bank of Essex (Callao and Burgess).  

BBQ & Bluegrass is St. Stephenôs largest 

community event and fundraiser, drawing about 

400 people in each of its first two years. As in past 

years, everyoneôs participation will help ensure 

another successful event. You can help by 

purchasing and selling tickets to friends, family, 

and neighbors. Tickets make terrific gifts.  Please 

be on the lookout for volunteer sign up sheets in 

early May. We will need your help in setup and 

takedown activities, and various event-related 

tasks during the BBQ. 

Bill Kirby and the Posse  

PASCHAL CANDLE AND STAND 

The latest addition to our ñhouse churchò fittings 

are a paschal candle and stand donated by Joel 

Stubbs and Rick Skelton respectively, and 

acquired by Ellen Kirby. The follower was 

donated by Dee Martin, (and for those of you who 

donôt have a clue what a ñfollowerò for a candle 

might beðitôs the brass fitting on top that keeps 

the wax from dripping, Who knew?) 

Weôve been stepping forward in faith in ways 

large and small during the past three years, but this  

tall candle and stand make a clear visual statement 

that we are a congregation that expects to growð

and growðand growð  

 

MOWING SCHEDULE 
 

Because we have 

chosen to maintain the 

property ourselves, we 

must follow our 

schedule. The next two 

months are the main 

growing season, so 

please be vigilant in 

doing your assigned 

mowing, weeding and 

trimming. The riding 

mower has been 

serviced, and there is a 

push mover and shears 

for doing the trimming. 

 

Week beginning  Mow       Trim      Weed 

May 3         P.  Moore       P. Johnson    L. Blakley 

May 10        J. Stubbs       B. Kirby   S. Kôpatrick 

May 17      D. Kôpatrick   E. Kirby       B. Kirby 

May 24       D. Eager         P. Moore    B. Tricarico 

May 31       P. Johnson     S. Kôpatrick S. Stubbs 

June 7        B. Kirby         J. Stubbs      L. Hatch 

June 14      E. Kirby      D. Kôpatrick   B. Tricarico  

June 21      P. Moore      D. Eager        E. Kirby 

June 28       J. Stubbs      P. Johnson    N. Gates 

July 5     D. Kôpatrick    B. Kirby         L. Blakely 

July 12     D. Eager        E. Kirby         S. Kôpatrick 

July 19    P. Johnson      P. Moore        B. Kirby 

July 26     B. Kirby      S. Kôpatrick      B. Tricarico  

http://ststephensheathsville.org/
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SPRING PLANT SET FOR MAY 29 

. 

St. Stephenôs will hold 

its first Spring Plant 

Sale on Saturday May 

29 in conjunction with 

the Heathsville United 

Methodist Church 

Fish Fry.  

Plants and garden art 

from both congregations will be offered for sale. 

Daylilies and other plants and planters left unsold 

after the fall plant sale will comprise much of the 

sale inventory, and new plants will  be added this 

spring. This would be a good time to divide and 

pot herbs and spring and summer blooming 

perennials to add to our mix.   

Please see me if you would like to help in 

preparing our existing plants for sale, help on the 

sale day, or donate additional plants.  

Bill Kirby 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

In the last issue I requested that someone take the 

responsibility for coordinating this ministry. I 

didnôt get any offersðbut instead almost a dozen 

prayer shawls appeared in the office!  Detective 

work identified three of the elves: Margaret Cox, 

Johnna Jones and Nancy Gates, but I am sure there 

are others as well.  

So hereôs the deal. If you know of anyone (in the 

congregation, the community, our water ministry 

families etc.) who should receive a shawl, pick 

one that is appropriate, add a prayer card from 

Terryôs desk, and deliver them. If the shawl supply 

seems low, give me a call. 

Sandra Kirkpatrick 

BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, May 18,  Hilary Mantelós Wolf Hall, 

Host: Kirkpatricks 

Tuesday, June 15, Steig Larssonôs The Girl with 

the Dragon Tattoo, Host: TBA 

Tuesday , July 20, Wallace Stegnerôs Angle of 

Repose, Host: TBA 

NEW PARISH ADMINISTRATOR  

Among the several highly qualified applicants for 

this position, Terry Bain stood out as having the 

ideal combination of a pleasant personality, 

excellent organizational and computer skills, 

extensive experience in church administration, a 

strong commitment to her faith and her church, 

and a good fit with our particular faith family.  
 

Terry is an active member of Warsaw United 

Methodist Church.  She is the church secretary at 

Warsaw United Methodist Church and St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church in Millers Tavern.  She has also 

worked as the church secretary at Warsaw Baptist 

Church. 

 Her birthplace is North Carolina but her home has 

been the Northern Neck since the age of four.  She 

lives in Richmond County with her two sons. 

Adam is a junior at Randolph-Macon College and 

Eric is a junior at Rappahannock High School. 

Her references describe her as someone who likes 

to solve problems, practices confidentiality, is 

very trustworthy, is highly capable with 

computers, learns quickly, makes things orderly, 

cooperates well with a variety of personalities, 

likes to do high quality work, and has a faith that 

runs deep. 

Send messages to terry@ststephensheathsville.org 

or drop by and pay her a visit.

mailto:terry@ststephensheathsville.org
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 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Apr 5 Dolly Rabelais 

Apr 15 Lea Tilbury 

Apr 18 India Eguiguren 

Apr 30 Doug Hatch 

May 4   Doug &Leslie Hatch  

May 6 Phil Johnson  

May 8 Johnny Travis 

 May 16 Mary Lloyd 

May17 Meade Kilduff  

May 19 Rocco Tricarico 

May 27 Evie Cox 

May 30 Nancy Gates 

June 2   Loretta & Lew Blakely 

June 7    Sandy & David Kirkpatrick 

June 14 Kendall Lloyd 

 

THURSDAY NIGHT SERIES 

In May we will follow up on our examination of 

the catechism by looking at: 

ñWhat Else is in the Prayer Book?ò 

May 6   Prayers and Thanksgivings, BCP 810-841 

May 20  The 39 Articles, BCP 867-876 

May 29  Historical Documents of the Church, 

  BCP 864-867, 876-878  

*May 13 Vestry meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE LORDôS SERVICE 

Usher   

April David Kirkpatrick 

May 2, 9 David Kirkpatrick 

May 16, 23, 30 Bill Kirby 

June 6 Joel Stubbs 

June 13 Dick Eager 

Altar Guild 

Apr 25 Sunday School     May 2  Leslie Hatch 

May 9 Susanne Johnson   May 16  Lynn Hower 

May 23 TBA      May30 Barbara Tricarico  

June 6  TBA      June 13 TBA 

Lesson Readers 

Apr 25 S. Kirkpatrick (L), Rocco Tricarico (P) 

May 2 Nancy Gates (L), Ellen Kirby (P) 

May 9 Tal Day (L), Sandra Kirkpatrick (P)   

May 16 George Freeman (L), Anne Freeman (P)  

May 23 Rocco Tricarico (L), Dolly Rabelais (P) 

May 30 Evie Cox ( L), Rocco Tricarico (P) 

June  6 Sandra Kirkpatrick (L), Dick Eager (P) 

June 13 Betty Whiteside (L), Bill Kirby (P)  

Eucharistic Ministers 

Apr 25 David Kirkpatrick 

May 2  Rocco Tricarico  

May 9 Lea Tilbury    

May 16 Ellen Kirby  

May 23 Dawn Mahaffey  

May 30 Nancy Gates  

June 6 David Kirkpatrick 

June 13 Rocco Tricarico 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Apr 25 Dick & Mary Eager      

May 2  Rocco & Barbara Tricarico  

May 9 Tony & Dolly Rabelais    

May 16  Meade Kilduff & KK Crowther   

May 23  Ron & Anne Silver 

May 30 Betty Whiteside  

June 6 Pat Dean & Lynn Isaac 

June 13 Rick Skelton    

 

 

 

Save the date! 

Choral Evensong   

6:30 p.m. Wednesday June 2nd 

Grace Church, Kilmarnock 

Bishop David Jones, preaching 

BBQ picnic $10.00 

Reservations for picnic required: 

Send checks made out to Region 2 

 to Dr. Barbara Allison-Bryant, PO Box 658, North, VA 23128 

 


